A House Excelled by None

CAMPAIGN TOPS $2 MILLION THANKS TO ALUMNI
AND UNDERGRADUATE COMMITMENTS

Your Investment in lowa Beta Is Needed to Reach $3 Million Goal

Our House Excelled by None Campaign has topped $2 million and we
are officially on the home stretch to our $3 million goal. To date 183
brothers have made pledges to the campaign, including 84 new donors
since our last newsletter in November. These new donors, and the
$299,000 they pledged, are much appreciated.

As campaign chairman I have had the opportunity to speak with many of
the donors and have heard some great stories. One of which came from
Brent Johnson, Missouri Lambda ’84, whose son, Marc *13, just joined
Iowa Beta. Brent was so moved by the campaign that he decided to make
a pledge to support the cause. Thank you, Brent!

The undergraduates continue to do their part, pledging $70,000 to the
campaign. Their Chapter G.P.A. for fall semester was an impressive 3.1,
ranking them third among all ISU fraternities. I keep reminding them to
keep up the good work, and that they are well on their way to a Buchanan
Cup in August 2011.

As we head into April, Iowa Beta is preparing for VEISHEA and, more
importantly, our groundbreaking ceremony for the renovation. I hope you
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lowa State Was Good to Me,
but SigEp Was Better

2 By Gary Sutton 64

here were Iowa Beta legends ahead of us, including Bob Bartley °59,

who became editor of the Wall Street Journal and a Pulitzer Prize winner.
Ron Baukol ’59, who led 3M in Europe and was succeeded by Bruce
Thalacker ’64. John Hanson ’65 led Winnebago Industries into its glory
years, and Don Drobny ’65 joined Ross Perot after Vietnam, ran the EDS gov-
ernment division and later co-founded Perot Systems.

Arriving at SigEp as a cocky high school graduate, I observed the leaders in
the Chapter. Bruce Gibson ’63 was vice president and my roommate. I
noticed how upbeat and energetic he was and it was infectious. His enthusi-
asm rubbed off on me and may have been the greatest gift I ever received
in Ames.

All of these leaders were nurtured at 228 Gray. But there’s something more
important than success. When I meet my SigEp buddies in Ames, we talk com-
fortably and try to remember our days at ISU. The conversation comes eas-
ily—SigEp taught camaraderie and consideration for others. Take a quick peek
at the photo above. That’s Mike Moehrl ’64. He’s been a quadriplegic for 26
years and makes his living by selling radio equipment during the week and
trading horse trailers on the weekends. He was also my roommate and is an
inspiration to our pledge class: upbeat, determined to cover most of his
costs, and a donor to the SigEp building fund.

Mike, thus far, has lived and worked around his disability for twice as long as
most with the identical condition. My theory is that Mike never allowed himself
to become a victim. Over the years his pledge brothers helped in small ways,
sending checks for his kids when they were in college or paying for part of a new
roof or van. Small things were all he ever needed, since he works seven days a

will join us on Saturday, April 17, for the festivities. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.iowastatesigep.com or give me a call.

To those who have already made their commitment to the campaign, thank
you very much. And to those who have yet to do so, I hope you’ll fill out
your pledge card and mail it to us before VEISHEA.

We already have 183 donors and have set a goal to reach 1,000+. Your gift
of any size, $100 to $1,000,000, will help us reach our goal.

I look forward to seeing you on April 17!

Fraternally,

Jeff Prouty *79

Campaign Chairman
jeff.prouty @proutyproject.com
(952) 942-2922

P.S. You’ll enjoy Gary Sutton’s article in this newsletter. I think it captures,
beautifully, the spirit and impact of Iowa Beta.

week and figures he’ll never be
able to retire. But he’s con-
tributing to the renovation
campaign. “[The Iowa Beta
experience] was one of the best
times of my life,” he says.

I visited Mike during a tough
year in the printing businesses [
was running at the time. “Mike,

I just laid off 270 workers in our
Portland plant, and it’s not
enough. We’re quoting jobs at

Mike Moehrl '64 is a supporter of The
Campaign for lowa Beta because of his
below cost and losing them.” positive SigEp experience.

His breathing machine filled his

lungs, and then he spoke, “Gary, I don’t know the answer either. But one thing
that won’t help is if you walk around looking terrified. As CEO, you’ve got to

develop a plan, sell it, and make it work.

Some of you got a lot
from SigEp, some of you got less.
Nobody got nothing. It’s not about

how much you pledge—it’s about remembering
the good times you had and what
lowa Beta has done for you.
Remember these things and pass it on.

Good advice—20 years out of college and I was still getting help from Iowa
Beta SigEps. When I left, I suddenly felt embarrassed. “I just got a pep talk
from a quadriplegic,” I realized. “What a wimp I am.” Some of you got a lot
from SigEp, some of you got less. Nobody got nothing. It’s not about how
much you pledge—it’s about remembering the good times you had and
what Iowa Beta has done for you. Remember these things and pass it on.

Virtue, Diligence, Brotherly Love




Thank You, Generous Alumni, for Committing $2,027,169

e are deeply grateful to the following brothers for committing

$2,027,169 to the House Excelled by None Campaign. These alumni
recognize the importance of ensuring the future of Iowa Beta and have
demonstrated a sense of gratitude for their personal experience.

Commitments are still needed from the rest of our alumni to achieve our
goal to fully renovate our Chapter House. All donors contributing a mini-

mum of $2,500 to the campaign, over a five-year period, will be recognized
on a plaque prominently displayed in the renovated Chapter House. If an
error has been made in recording your gift, or your name has mistakenly
been omitted or listed improperly, we sincerely apologize. Please contact
campaign coordinator David DeCecco at ddececco@penningtonco.com or
(785) 218-1075 so that we may make a correction.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

AprRrIL 17
VEISHEA/Groundbreaking Schedule of Events
10:30 a.m. - VEISHEA Parade
12 p.m. - Lunch, socializing, and lawn games.
Pictures, composites, and records will also be on display.
1 p.m. - Groundbreaking ceremony will begin after lunch
and will include photos and guest speakers.

Mar 13-15
Alumni Days
ISU welcomes the class of 1960 back to campus for alumni
days and house tours. The men of Sigma Phi Epsilon
will be at the Chapter House to welcome Iowa Beta alumni.
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CAMPAIGN
STATUS
AT-A-GLANCE
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¢
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